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Bus and coach industry news

Date: 9 October 2007                                     Number: 4507                               Release: Now
Big minibuses enjoy Indian Summer in September
· Big mini buses up 49.6% to 4,217.
· Coach registrations down 3.0% to 1,100 

· Small mini buses still sliding, down 22.5% to 4,025.
· Big buses continue to slide, down 27.5% to 2,325 units for the rolling year.

“September registrations once again show that it’s wise not to read too much into one month’s figures,” said Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive.   “Strong registrations for big mini buses account for the improvements across the whole mini bus sector.   High coach registrations in September reflect the end of the Euro 3 derogation period and the delivery of part of a big order from Northern Ireland that will continue to affect figures for the immediate future.   Double-deck and full-size single-deck bus registrations continue to decline as some big buyers delay replacement programmes.   Caution is still the name of the game and the rolling year data is the least volatile guide to registrations.”
Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2002 to September 2007
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If you have any questions, please call Robin Dickeson on +44(0)2 073 449 222

Mobile +44 (0)7 974 435 641    E-mail:   rdickeson@smmt.co.uk

Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight & type.
September 2007 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2007

	
	September
	% change*
	YTD 2007
	% change*
	RYT
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	1,579
	22.4%
	9,371
	- 0.7%
	11,667
	-5.6%

	Buses above 8.5t
	257
	-29.2%
	1,754
	- 24.9%
	2,325
	-27.5%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	503
	2.9%
	3,084
	- 20.4%
	4,025
	-22.5%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	627
	79.1%
	3,565
	56.2%
	4,217
	49.6%

	8.5 – 16t
	152
	3.4%
	804
	 - 17.1%
	1,080
	-11.4%

	16t +
	57
	-33.7%
	575
	- 11.5%
	721
	-22.1%

	Single-deck buses total
	1,339
	24.9%
	8,028
	3.3%
	10,043
	-1.3%

	16t + double-deck buses
	48
	- 63.1%
	375
	- 47.6%
	524
	-50.0%

	All buses
	1,387
	15.4%
	8,403
	- 1.0%
	10,567
	-5.8%

	All coaches
	192
	118.2%
	968
	1.7%
	1,100
	- 3.0%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	24
	20.0%
	90
	- 31.3%
	110
	- 35.7%

	Coaches 16t+
	168
	147.1%
	878
	6.9%
	990
	2.8%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
YTD: Year-to-date
RYT: Rolling year total
Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from December 2002 to 2007
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SDBuses>8.5t

DDBuses>16t


SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – 

Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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Coaches > 3.5t

Coaches 16t+
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